News, Notes and Queries probably in the first century A.D. at the beginning of the Roman Empire. It is probable that later the interest in these amulets gradually decreased, as in the first century a rather important Christian community arose in Ephesos. The gentiles who became Christians renounced the amulets with Ephesian formulas and burned them. This fact proves that together with metallic tesserae wooden and leather tesserae were also used which could be burned. We may suppose that metallic tesserae, because of their durability, could be rather an object of interest of rich people. The development of the Ephesian Artemision during the Empire could not increase because, as is well known, Nero had already bought artistic objects of this Temple which had been ransacked in the year A.D. 262 by the Goths and later destroyed by an earthquake.
WILLIAM HILL AND THE ORMSKIRK MEDICINE THRE are many medicines and preparations named after the people who invented them, but it is unusual for an eponymous title to be employed for a therapeutic agent using the name of a locality or town. Such is the case for a powder that was prescribed in the eighteenth century for the treatment of the bite of a mad dog, and for the prevention of rabies. William Hill of Ormskirk in the county of Lancashire was the 294
News, Notes and Queries owner of this powder, and the preparation was known throughout England as 'The Ormskirk Medicine', or referred to simply as 'The Ormskirk'.
Despite many inquiries, there does not appear to be a sample preserved anywhere in Ormskirk or south-west Lancashire of this remedy that made 'The Ormskirk' at the time a household word, but a packet was discovered in Cornwall in 1958. It is in excellent condition and is now in the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum. On the outside of the packet are printed the names of the proprietors, Messrs. Hill & Berry, and the places at which it could be purchased in London (Fig. 1) . This packet is made from a piece of paper seven inches by six inches in size, and when the paper is folded the actual packet is 31 inches by 2j inches. The outside wrapper contains two smaller packets, each three inches by two inches in size and both of these contain a fine powder, brick red in colour. On one of these packets is printed the instructions for its use externally, and on the other, the names of the proprietors (Figs. 2 and 3) . On the back of one of the packets is the remains of a broken seal (Fig. 4) . It is believed that the seal is that of Hill, and that Berry signed it to prevent counterfeit. The instructions for the use of the powder only explain its use externally, and there appears to be no guidance as regards internal administration. That it was given internally is obvious from the medical literature of the time and precise instructions are described by a Dr. Heysham for this method of administration. Perhaps there was another powder to be taken by mouth, apart from the one which has been discovered, but no mention of two powders is evident in the reports. There seems little doubt that this medicine was used extensively and from the medical accounts of hydrophobia in the eighteenth century, it was known to have been prescribed not There is no account of the powder in this will. In the will, a Mr. James Barton is mentioned, and this is of interest in that Dr. Miles Barton became the possessor of the Ormskirk Medicine after the death of William Hill, so the mention of the relative Barton in the will does connect the two family names, and makes it more than likely that this will is that of William Hill, the owner of the medicine. There is also a bequest to Sister Berry's two sons which relates the Berry of the medicine with one of the near relatives of Hill, but this may not be of significance as the name of Berry appeared to be a common one.
Hill The apparent success of Hill's remedy lay in the widespread fear of rabies. However, it is unlikely that many of those treated had been bitten by an infected dog, although the persons concerned thought the dog rabid. In these cases hydrophobia would not develop and the case could be ascribed as a remarkable treatment that had prevented the rabies, especially as it was usual in such instances to kill the animal, and there was no effective way of proving it to be infected. The broken seal of Hill.
